December, 2013 District Manager’s Report

Highlights from Borough Service Cabinet Meeting (11/22/13)

NYC Department of Finance Program Updates: NYC Property Tax, Exemptions &
Abatements and STAR Exemption Information — NYC Dept. of Finance assesses the
value of all New York City properties, collects property taxes and other property-related
charges, maintains property records, administers exemption and abatements and collects
unpaid property taxes and other property-related charges through annual lien sales.

Your Property Tax Bill shows:

o What you owe for property tax, including current and past due charges;

o  Other property-related City agency charges, including ones that are past due;

« Any amount you can pre-pay; if you pre-pay your taxes that aren’t due until later in
the year, you can get a discount;

¢ Credits on your account;

e General information about how your tax is calculated.

Exemptions and Abatements: (See attached Homeowner Exemption Application)
Exemptions:

Exemptions lower the amount of tax you owe by reducing your property's assessed value.
Abatements:

Abatements reduce your taxes by applying credits to the amount of taxes you owe.

You can use the Property Tax Benefit Information tool to find out if a property is receiving
the STAR exemption or any of the other exemptions and abatements. If you own a
Cooperative Apartment Unit, please contact your management company t0 find out what
exemptions or abatements you are receiving in the current tax year (July to June).

Department for the Aging: “59 Initiatives Age-Friendly NYC” — Mayor Bloomberg, the
New York City Council, and the New York Academy of Medicine (NYAM) launched Age-
friendly NYC as a means to foster opportunities for older New Yorkers to live healthier,
more socially- connected, and more vibrant lives. A part of the World Health Organization’s
Global Age-Friendly Cities initiative, Age-friendly NYC began with a comprehensive
assessment of the City’s age-friendly in August 2009. The City’s initiative focus on four key
areas: 1. Community & Civic Participation; 2. Housing; 3. Public Spaces & Transportaton;
and 4. Health & Social Services.

In 2011, the City published a report outlining its progress on each of the 59 initiatives. The
document provides an update on the status of these initiatives as of 2013. The City’s
tremendous accomplishments would not be possible without the commitment of various City
agencies responsible for creating and implementing so many of the Age-friendly programs,
-as well as the hard work and education of NYAM and the New York City Council.
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Age friendly NYC is a public/private partnership that includes not only government
initiatives, but also multiple private and nonprofit initiatives. Some highlights include:

Innovative Senior Centers (ISCs): Throughout 2012 and 2013, the City transformed 10
senior centers into ISCs. ISCs provide enhanced programming, including robust wellness
programs, additional access to health care services, arts and cultural programs, and new
technological and volunteer opportunities. ISCs will work with individual center members to
obtain baseline health information upon enrollment and will measure critical health outcomes
over time.

Seniors Partnering with artist City (SPARC): SPARC places artists in residence at the
City’s senior centers, where they provide arts programming to older adults. Currently, there
are 50 artists working and 48 centers in a variety of media, including dance, theater, visual
arts, music, photography, and writing.

Safe Streets for Seniors: Through its Safe Streets for Seniors initiative, the Department of
Transportation (DOT) is implementing safety improvements in 25 areas identified as having
an above-average rate of senior pedestrian fatalities and injuries. Typical improvements
include: extending pedestrian crossing times at cross-walks, adding countdown clocks,
altering curbs and sidewalks, restricting vehicle turns, and narrowing roadways. As of May
2013, DOT has finished implementing improvement in 17 of the 25 areas. Since the program
began senior pedestrian fatalities have decreased 21% Citywide. (See attached list of
Initiatives 1-59)

Agency Update/Announcements:

City Councilmember Robert Jackson — announced the Hamilton Heights Community
Office (425 West 144th Street New York, NY 10031) will be closing on Friday December
13th. Community Board 9 and Community Board 10 residents seeking assistance from the
Councilmember’s Office are encouraged to contact his Washington Heights Community
Office at 212-928-1322 through the end of the year. Councilmember Jackson is committed to
providing high-quality constituent services and information until the end of his term in the
New York City Council on Tuesday December 31, 2013.

DOE/NYCEDC - The New York City Department of Education, the New York City
Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC), NYC Foundation for Computer Science
Education (CSNYC), and Code.org announced a partnership to expand computer science
instruction in City schools beginning the fall of 2014. With a new $1 million investment,
comprised of both public and private funds, 120 teachers will be trained over three years in
computer science and coding, which will allow individual schools across the City to expand
their course offerings. Sixty high school teachers will begin participating in the training
sessions Spring-2014, with new classes for students expected to launch starting in the fall
across the five boroughs. After the trainings are initiated, DOE expects to further expand the
program to the elementary and middle grades in years to come.
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For the last two years, the City’s NYCEDC, in partnership with the Network for Teaching
Entrepreneurship, has hosted NYC Generation Tech, a program designed to provide high
school students across New York City with education and mentorship in technology and
entrepreneurship. Participating students have attended an intensive summer boot camp which
teaches coding languages as well as entrepreneurship fundamentals. As a result, the students
gained exposure to New York City’s steadily emerging tech sector, while learning to use
design software and build mobile apps.

Code.org

Code.org is a non-profit dedicated to growing computer science education by making it
available in more schools, and increasing participation by women and underrepresented
students of color. The vision of Code.org is that every student in every school should have
the opportunity to learn computer programming. Code.org believes computer science should
be part of the core curriculum in education, alongside other science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM) courses, such as biology, physics, chemistry and algebra.

NYC Foundation for Computer Science Education

The NYC Foundation for Computer Science Education (CSNYC) is a non-profit (501c3)
with a simple mission: Ensure that all children in the NYC public schools have access to
computer science education that will put them on a pathway to academic success and a 21
century career.

New York City Economic Development Corporation

New York City Economic Development Corporation is the City's primary vehicle for
promoting economic growth in each of the five boroughs. NYCEDC's mission is to stimulate
growth through expansion and redevelopment programs that encourage investment, generate
prosperity and strengthen the City's competitive position. NYCEDC serves as an advocate to
the business community by building relationships with companies that allow them to take
advantage of New York City's many opportunities.

Citizens’ Committee for Children (CCC) of New York reported every Fall and Spring, 25
high school students from throughout all five borough of New York City participate in
CCC’s YouthAction Community Leadership Course (YCLC) — an after-school program for
High School students interested in learning the tools of effective advocacy and how to make
positive changes in their communities. The YCLC is a FREE 8-week course for high school
students, which meets on Monday afternoons from 4-7p.m. at CCC’s office located at 105 E.
22" Street in Manhattan. (see Flyer)

Citizens Committee for New York City — Neighborhood Grants — Citizens Committee
for NYC awards grants of up to $3,000 to neighborhood groups, public school-based groups,
and NYCHA tenants associations working to improve the quality of life across the city,
including your local community.

Grants are an important resource for community groups, particularly in low-income areas,
supported groups carry out projects as varied for community gardening, theater and fine arts,
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nutrition awareness, composting, tenant organizing, physical fitness, public safety, and more.
The next grant deadline is January 27" 2014,

Dare To Do More ~ Veterans Upward Bound Program — Is offering a Free Training to
qualified veterans. The program consists of 3 courses (150 hours total) which will distribute
(3) certificates in: Telecommunications Technologies; Network Cabling Specialist — Fiber;
and Network Cabling — Copper-Based Systems. Upcoming classes will start in January —
2014 (see Flyer).

Manhattan Community Board No. 9 has been approved for a CityBench the following
site: 1305 Amsterdam Avenue (bet. 123 & 125™ St). The purpose of the three-year
federally funded CityBench program is to install benches throughout New York City to
support transit use and walking, particularly for the elderly and mobility-impaired New
Yorkers. Please identify any additional sites that would benefit from bench installations using
the on-line form at www.nyc.gov/citybench. DOT is typically installing benches on
sidewalks that are at least 12 feet in width along bus routes, near senior centers, on
commercial corridors, and near municipal, commercial, and recreational destinations;
sidewalks must be at least 14ft wide at bus stops. All benches are 7t 6in. long and have seat
dividers that prevent sleeping. '

The Harlem YMCA Literacy Zone is gearing up for another registration session. The first
day of Winter 2014 classes will be January 13", (See attached Flyers) for registration
details.

Harlem YMCA Literacy Zone offers free classes in English (ESOL), HSE prep (formerly
GED), intro to computer literacy, and citizenship prep. For more information about the
Harlem YMCA Literacy Zone visit our website at: www.ymcalitzone.org.

Upcoming Holiday Events:

Hazel O’Reilly Children’s Christmas Party — Saturday, December 21%, 10a.m. — 2p.m.,
LS. 210 on 152" Street @ Amsterdam Ave. (see Flyer attached)

On behalf of the Staff of Manhattan Community Board No. 9 and myself, I would like
to wish everyone a HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!!!!

Respectfully Submitted by,

12/19/13



—Veterans - Begin a New Life!—

s

Become a Certified Technician in the Network Cabling Industry

Program consists of 3 courses (150 hours) which leads to
3 entry level certifications:

Telecommunications Technologies
Network Cabling Specialist - Fiber
Network Cabling - Copper-Based Systems

Job Placement Assistance Available

Eligibility Requirements
« 21years or older and currently { + High school or equivalency diploma

unemployed, underemployed or « New York State driver's license (no points
recently discharged within the last 12 months)

i

« Eligible to work in the United States |} « Access to personal vehicle (strongly
|
|

Able to lift 50 d d not recommended)
* «iBCEON pounds or more and no '
have an aversion to heights » DD-214 (honorable discharge)

+ Some experience in
telecommunications or IT preferred

All services are free for qualifying veterans!
Classes beginning January 2014

Call (718) 482-5386 or email vets@lagcc.cuny.edu

8 EDUCATION fi v 3
LaGuardia e ek LaGuardia Veterans www.youtube.com/nycvrc  @LaGuardia Vets
Community College
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Thus far, we have identified 1 site for a bench in your district:

Site ID Address Cross Street
2333 1305 Amsterdam Avenue W123rd & W125th Street




NYC DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE ® PROGRAM OPERATIONS DIVISION

\¢-] INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOMEOWNER
Sigance - 'EXEMPTION APPLICATION
g OVERVIEW = = i
This application is for the following homeowner property tax exemption programs:
u Basic and Enhanced School Tax Relief (STAR)
Senior Citizen Homeowners’ Exemption (SCHE)

Disabled Homeowners’ Exemption (DHE)
Veterans’ Exemption (Basic, Combat and Disabled)

APPLICATION DEADLINE
The application deadline is March 15, 2014. If the deadline falls on a weekend or holiday, the application must
be postmarked by the next business day. If eligible, benefits will begin July 1, 2014.

Please mail applications to:

NYC Department of Fihance
P.O. Box 311
Maplewood, NJ 07040-0311

Faxes will not be accepted. Keep a copy of your completed application for your records.

IMPORTANT .

Before mailing your application, please review the required documents checklist on page 4 to make sure that you
have attached all of the required documentation. Failure to do so will delay the processing of your application.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

SECTION 1 - PROPERTY INFORMATION
Give the complete address and the borough, block and lot number of the property for which you are seeking tax
benefits and the date you purchased the property. The Borough, Block and Lot numbers for properties other than
co-ops can be found on your Property Tax Bill and the Finance website at nyc.gov/finance.

Please indicate the type of residence by checking the appropriate box. If the property is a co-op, please provide
the Unit number, the number of shares and the name and contact number of the management company/agent. If
you checked 4+ family home, please provide the percentage of space used as your primary residence.

[~

SECTION 2 — OWNER INFORMATION

This section must be completed for all owners of the property (each person on the deed or stock cettificate). Infor-
mation for all owners is required even if not all of the owners reside at the property. If there are more than two
owners, use the Additional Owners Information and Certification form, which is part of this application packet.

Provide the name, date of birth and Social Security number for all owners on the deed or stock certificate. Social
Security numbers must be included or Finance cannot process your application. If you are a foreign national,
please provide your Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN).

Indicate if this is the primary residence for each owner.
Indicate if the owners are spouses or brothers/sisters by checking the appropriate box.
If there is a life estate on the property, then the owners of the life estate must complete the owner information section.

If the property is owned by a business, personal exemption will not be granted.
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SECTION 3 — INCOME INFORMATION
If you are applying for the Basic STAR, Enhanced STAR, Senior Citizen and/or the Disabled Homeowners Exemp-
tion, you must provide proof of income for calendar year 2012 for all owners.

Owners who file a Federal Income Tax return must attach a complete copy of their 2012 return including all sched-
ules and attachments for all owners.

Owners who are not required to file a tax return must indicate their name(s) on the application and attach copies
of any income documentation, such as 2012 Social Security Benefits statements or 1099 forms.

If you are applying for a Senior Citizen or Disabled Homeowners exemption, attach documentation of any unre-
imbursed medical or prescription expenses. These expenses will be deducted from your income.

Income Thresholds: Basic and Enhanced STAR
Basic STAR - Total combined household income of $500,000 or less for resident owners and resident spouses.

Enhanced STAR - Total combined household income of $81,900 or less for all owners regardless of where
they live and resident spouses.

Household income is defined as the Federal Adjusted Gross Income less the taxable amount of IRA distri-
butions for all household members. Your Federal Adjusted Gross Income can be found as a line item on
your 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ federal tax form.

Income Thresholds: Senior Citizens and Disabled Homeowners

Senior Citizens and Disabled Homeowners - Total combined income of $37,400 or less for all the owners and
their spouses regardless of where they live. Please note this is not your Federal Adjusted Gross income.

Total combined income includes the following:
n All social security payments (taxable less non-taxable amount claimed)
Salaries and wages (including bonuses)
Interest (including nontaxable interest on state or local bonds)
Ordinary dividends
Net earnings from farming, rentals, business or profession (including amounts claimed as depreciation
for income tax purposes)
Income from estates or trusts
Capital gains
Gains from sales or exchanges
Payments from governmental or private retirement or pension plans (taxable less non-taxable amount claimed)
Annuity payments (excluding amounts representing a return of capital)
Alimony or support money
Unemployment insurance payments, disability payments, workers’ compensation, etc.
IRA distribution less the taxable amount claimed

Total combined income does not include:

Supplemental security income

Welfare payments

Mortgage proceeds (but any interest or dividends realized from the investment of such proceeds are income)
Gifts, inheritances or a return of capital

Nazi persecution reparation payments

Federal Foster Grandparent Program payments

Allowable deductions:
= Unreimbursed medical and prescription drug expenses. Do not submit any unpaid bills.
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